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Director’s Note
Looking Forward
It’s hard to imagine that the days are getting
shorter and summer is coming to a close.
Don’t get me wrong, I love the fall (I think it’s
the best season), it’s just that I don’t know
where this summer went. I swear it was just spring and we were
flush with plans for the year. We’ve made progress on those
plans, but there’s still so much more to do.
Our Sarcoma Awareness fundraiser in July wasn’t as robust as
we had hoped, so we’re planning additional events throughout the
rest of the year: in November there’s the 12th Annual Miss Nellie
Online Auction as well as a wine tasting party at our blood bank;
There will be a special Hope for Hounds T-shirt and collar sale
where we’ll be bringing back some of the original designs (a huge
thank you to Xan Blackburn, Alisha Navarro and Janet Shaffer for
making that possible), and more. We hope you’re as excited
about these events as we are!
One of our ongoing programs covers the cost of chemotherapy for
our members’ hounds that are being treated for cancer. The
chemo itself is actually one of the cheaper aspects to treating
osteosarcoma but having lost five of my own to OSA, I know first
hand that every penny counts. I hear stories all too often about
medical bills that exceed $10,000 due to post-op complications
which puts people in the awful position of having to quit treatment
because the bills are piling up. Yes, there are resources out there
that can help with vet bills, but health insurance for your pets
offers much more immediate - and ongoing - peace of mind. We
encourage everyone to research different insurance companies to
find one that fits their budget and coverage needs, but we’d like to
suggest starting with Embrace Pet Insurance.
Embrace covers cancer treatments, senior pets, dentals,
vaccines, etc., and they also offer our members up to 25% off of
their annual premiums and have a 24-hour emergency hotline!
And while no insurance company covers drugs or treatments that
are still in the trial phase of development, we have confirmed with
Embrace that they will cover the OSA vaccine starting the day the
FDA approves it! You can learn more about membership benefits
here. We are proud to partner with this fantastic company to help
keep your pets healthy and happy through the summer and long
into the future. –Brian Collins, Executive Director
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UPDATE ON OSTEOSARCOMA
VACCINE CLINICAL TRIAL
From The American Veterinary Medical Association

Dr. Nicola Mason, Associate Professor of Medicine & Pathobiology, University of
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine

We regularly get questions about the osteosarcoma vaccine; from “What is it?” to
“Where can one get it?” so we want to share details about the ongoing clinical trials,
including a list of participating clinics. For those of you unfamiliar with the vaccine, here
is a great, 2-minute video produced by TIAA where Dr. Mason explains it herself.
Her successful results of clinical trials at the University have allowed Aratana
Therapeutics to receive a conditional license for the Canine Osteosarcoma Vaccine, Live
Listeria Vector (AT-014) by the USDA Center for Veterinary Biologics. In order to receive
full licensure, Aratana started conducting a larger clinical trial in February 2018 at more
than two dozen veterinary oncology practice groups across the United States that are
participating in the study. At the end of the trial they will submit their findings and, if the
treatment is as safe and effective as it appeared to be in Dr. Mason’s original clinical
trials, they will then be given full licensure which will allow them to make the drug
commercially available.
As some of you have already found out, participating in this study can be quite
expensive (upwards of $3,000 for the vaccine, and that’s after amputation and
chemotherapy costs (roughly $3,000 to $5,000 each) and there is currently no indication
that the final, approved therapy will be any cheaper. With that in mind we urge everyone
to consider health insurance for your pets. While insurance will not cover drugs or
treatments that are still in the trial phase of development, we have confirmed with
Embrace Pet Insurance that they will cover the vaccine starting the day the FDA
approves it! Embrace also offers GHI members up to a 25% discount on
premiums. You can learn more about membership benefits here.
If you are interested in hearing Dr. Mason talk more about canine osteosarcoma and her
research into immunotherapy as a way to kill cancer (even without amputation), here
is a 30-minute video of her speaking at the Sarcoma Foundation of America in 2015.
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Trial Study Title:
Additional Field Safety Testing of Canine Osteosarcoma Vaccine, Live Listeria Vector
Summary:
This study is designed to collect additional safety data for Canine Osteosarcoma
Vaccine, Live Listeria Vector (AT-014), which is conditionally licensed by the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Dogs must have undergone amputation of the
affected limb and have completed chemotherapy prior to entering the study.
Recruitment Dates: 2/15/18 to 2/15/19
Inclusion Criteria:
1. Signed Owner Informed Consent
2. Client owned dog > 1 year of age
3. Body weight ≥ 2 kg
4. Histopathologic or cytologic diagnosis of osteosarcoma
5. Amputation of the affected limb followed by a completed chemotherapy regimen
6. ECOG Performance score of 0 or 1 [0=normal activity; 1=restricted activity, decreased
activity from pre‐disease status, 2= compromised, ambulatory only for vital activities,
consistently defecates and urinates in acceptable areas]
Exclusion Criteria:
1. Clinically relevant abnormalities on CBC/CS/UA
2. Evidence of pulmonary metastases on 3‐view thoracic radiographs
3. Prior immunotherapeutic treatment for osteosarcoma
4. Any uncontrolled medical condition (including other concurrent malignancy) that may
be disruptive to the intent and objectives of the study
5. Dog is pregnant, lactating or likely to become pregnant
6. Dog is participating in another study
7. Dog may not be available for the entire study duration
Locations:
NOTE: Not all sites are currently enrolling patients. Please contact sites directly to
determine eligibility and timing of possible enrollment. This list was obtained from the
AVMA and is subject to change; please refer to the study’s web page for an updated list.
Primary Location:
Las Vegas Veterinary Specialty Center, Las Vegas, Nevada
Secondary Locations:
Southern Arizona Veterinary Specialty
and Emergency Center
Tucson, Arizona

VRCC Veterinary Specialty & Emergency
Hospital
Englewood, Colorado

Veterinary Cancer Group of Los Angeles
Culver City, California

Veterinary Cancer Center
Norwalk, Connecticut

SAGE Centers for Veterinary Specialty
and Emergency Care
Campbell, California
Veterinary Specialty Hospital by ETHOS
San Diego, California

Southeast Veterinary Oncology and
Internal Medicine
Jacksonville, Florida
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Blue Pearl Specialty + Emergency Pet
Hospital - Tampa, FL
Tampa, Florida

MedVet Medical & Cancer Centers for
Pets - Columbus
Worthington, Ohio

MedVet Medical & Cancer Centers for
Pets - Indiana
Carmel, Indiana

Veterinary Cancer & Surgery Specialists
Milwaukie, Oregon
Hope Veterinary Specialists
Malvern, Pennsylvania

Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa

Upstate Veterinary Specialists
Greenville, South Carolina

Blue Pearl Specialty + Emergency Pet
Hospital - Overland Park
Overland Park, Kansas
New England Veterinary Oncology Group
Waltham, Massachusetts

Sugar Land Veterinary Specialists and
Emergency Care
Sugar Land, Texas
Veterinary Specialist of North Texas
Ft. Worth, Texas

Blue Pearl Specialty + Emergency Pet
Hospital
Southfield, Michigan

The Life Centre
Springfield, Virginia

Oradell Animal Hospital
Paramus, New Jersey

Bridge Animal Referral Center
Edmonds, Washington

VCA Veterinary Care Animal Hospital and
Referral Center
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Wisconsin Veterinary Referral Center
Waukesha, Wisconsin

Katonah Bedford Veterinary Center
Bedford Hills, New York

VIDEO
Understand how Dr. Mason’s research helps both canine
AND child osteosarcoma patients

Links used in this article:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb0AX-nG0nM&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/127318271
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The 12th Annual Miss Nellie Auction
Hope for Hounds, now working in partnership with The Greyhound Health Initiative, is
pleased to announce The 12th Annual Miss Nellie Auction online fundraiser to
support canine cancer research. We are sure it will be as exciting as the past eleven
events! To those of you who are new to The Miss Nellie Auction, we welcome you to
use the links above to learn more about the missions of both Hope for Hounds and The
Greyhound Health Initiative. To those who have participated in the past, we thank you
for your continued support and welcome you back!!! The auction will take place online
from November 1 - November 12, 2018. The auction site and links will be posted for a
sneak peak a week prior.

We are now accepting donations for The 12th Annual Miss Nellie Auction!
Items that have been popular in the past include Sighthound or general dog-related
items, but can be anything you wish to donate, including a monetary contribution to help
with shipping costs. Please simply send us an e-mail at missnellieauction@gmail.com
before October 10, 2018 letting us know what you wish to donate and hold on to your
items — you will be shipping them directly to the winner (let us know whether you will
also be donating the shipping or wish to be reimbursed, or will donate domestic but not
international shipping, will cover up to a fixed amount, etc.). Please include a detailed
description and at least one clear photo of each item you are donating. To avoid
confusion when donating multiple items, please send a separate email for each item.
Send your inquiries with, “Question” in the subject line to the same email address and
we will reply as soon as possible.
You will be able to preview some of the stunning, fun, and awesome items in this
fabulous auction later in October. In the meantime, keep an eye out for news and
updates within the threads on the GreyTalk Forum or on the Hope for Hounds and The
Greyhound Health Initiative’s Facebook pages.

Join us in remembering the hounds we have lost and add your support to the
important research for the hounds we love and the hounds to come.
Helen Keller said “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

LOVE, HOPE, BELIEVE – AND TOGETHER
WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Back to Page 1

Issue 008, September 2018

From the Blood Bank
OUR SPOTLIGHT IS ON LORETTA THOMPSON
By Amanda “Nellie” Nelson RVT
Here at GHI we highlight the special differences that make greyhounds unique, and at the
Greyhound Health Initiative Blood Bank we are especially interested in the higher proportion of
greyhounds that have the “universal donor” blood type. However, not all blood donor dogs need be
greyhounds to donate. GHI Blood Bank is currently looking for donors that qualify and Loretta Thomson
is excited to help us in our mission to save canine lives through blood
donations.
Loretta has been rescuing dogs and fostering for 20+ years. “I
had a very good friend who started Measles Animal Haven Rescue, and
I had always looked up to her. I started taking in stray unwanted dogs
and re-homing them myself in my early 20’s. I started getting Pits due to
the large numbers that were being bred, ending up with no home and
being euthanized in great numbers across the country in shelters.
Because of the need to find homes for so many, I got involved with
Adopt A Pit Rescue out of Dayton when they first started. The
director pushed me to do more and get more involved. I give her a
lot of credit for teaching me things about how to do rescue the right
way.”
Loretta currently has 10 dogs of her own that are rescues due to
behavioral concerns. She has Mr. Lecter, Creature, Rayne, Romeo,
Kush, Drough, Bindle, Doulja, Havoc and Chaos. Each dog has their
own different personality. She also fosters dogs but limits them to two
due the many dogs that she already has in her care.

Doulja donates blood regularly at
GHI Blood Bank

“Doulja and Romeo are both proud donors at the blood bank and they are both very loving, good
natured dogs. Creature has severe storm anxiety and cannot be left alone during storms because he will
injure himself. Rayne is a very aggressive dog and is dog/people selective. She has made some
progress, but it has come slowly. “
“Mr. Lecter, the “Grumpopotamus”, thinks he is an 80 lb. lap dog, in no hurry to do anything. He is
the president of the Welcome Wagon and demands everyone that meets him to pet him despite being
intimidating. Kush, the “Tri Terror”, as we all refer to her is perfect in public and a terror at home. She is
very inquisitive about everything. She was the craziest puppy I ever
fostered! And that is why I decided to keep her because she is so much
fun to be around even when she is doing things she shouldn't.”
“Bindle is my Mastiff Mix and loves to smile at people. She is
Kush's partner in crime. Chaos is a former bait dog and my oldest dog
at 11 years old. She is very dog selective and doesn't trust a lot of
people. She has been trained to give Kada Kisses after she warms up
to people. She will not leave my side when we are out in public. “
“Havoc is my 10 year old dog that has a ton of G.I. issues. We
have had him since he was 4 weeks old and bottle fed him for about 4
weeks of his life .He is a very loving dog, but doesn't understand how
big he is and will knock people down wanting attention.”
Loretta’s good boy, Romeo
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Last, but not least is Drough.
“Drough was a rescue through Adopt A Pit that came to me at a time in my life when I felt like I
was at the end of my rope. I felt like I had nothing left to live for and she changed all that and made me
fight harder to save more dogs. She is the Princess of my pack and is the spoiled one of the bunch. She
was very timid when I first got her and such a sad puppy. I loved watching her come to life and build
confidence as she grew. I can never thank Adopt A Pit enough for all they gave me and did for me as a
rescue. They trusted many dogs in my care and allowed me to put many dogs in homes. I made many
lifelong friends with that rescue and we all were like family not a rescue.”
I usually will take larger/bully type breeds. I mostly do behavioral dogs because most people won't step
up for them out of fear. I have a lot of experience with pit bulls and Rottweilers. The shelters are so
overcrowded with pit bulls and pit-mixes and they are being euthanized at a high rate in many shelters.
They are very loving dogs that are misunderstood by many.”

Drough, laid back and calm. A perfect demeanor for a canine blood donor.

Loretta first came in contact with GHI Blood Bank at the 2018 Columbus Ohio Pet Expo. There
she met Mandy Albert, RVT working with the Blood Bank. “I met Mandy and asked a ton of questions and
figured since I had 10 dogs that I could help out. I also asked for flyers on the program and leave them at
my adopters’ houses when I do adoptions and educated them on why it is important.” Loretta tries to get
the word out in other ways as well. “I do talk about it and I also post it in several sites and all over
Facebook. I encourage people to call and ask questions and always outline the great perks of the
program.”
Through Loretta’s efforts we have gained more blood donors outside of the Greyhound
community. She is helping to spread the word that every donor helps in our mission to educate and save
lives. If you have a dog you think would make a good donor please call 1-800-416-5156 ext. 1 to speak
to one of our Blood Bank Managers. Dogs must be over 55 lbs., between 1 and 6 years old, and on
heartworm and flea and tick prevention year round. Since we do not sedate dogs for blood donations we
need dogs that are friendly and comfortable with being handled by technicians.
Loretta works with, and fosters for, many different rescue groups in and around Ohio and
surrounding states. You can learn more about them at their websites. Some of these groups
include: www.everydogmattersrescue.com, www.pawpatroldayton.com,
www.adoptapitrescue.org, South Hills Pet Rescue You can also go to Loretta’s Facebook page
Auctions for Rescue and Foster Dogs if you would like to donate to or attend the online auctions.

REMEMBER, ANY BREED MEETING THE SIZE, AGE AND HEALTH
REQUIREMENTS CAN BE A CANINE BLOOD DONOR HERO!!
Back to Page 1
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Anesthetic Malignant Hyperthermia:
Separating the Contenders from the Pretenders
By William E. Feeman III, DVM
Anesthesia is a term that strikes fear into
the hearts of many Greyhound owners.
One of the origins of that fear is a
condition called malignant hyperthermia.
Some Greyhound owners may have lost a pet
to this condition or know someone who has.
Others may think their pet has suffered from an
episode of malignant hyperthermia when in
fact they may have not.
Dr. William E. Feeman III, DVM

Malignant hyperthermia (MH) is a rare inherited genetic disorder of skeletal
muscle which results in the mutation of a calcium channel protein within the muscle
cells. This mutation results in muscle contraction and increased metabolism which
leads to the production of not only excess carbon dioxide but also excess heat which
results in a life threatening hyperthermia (elevated body temperature). The
hyperthermia, in combination with the other metabolic changes that are occurring, can
result in cardiac (heart) arrhythmias and multiple internal organ failure. MH can be
triggered by gas anesthetics (not injectable anesthetics), extreme exercise, and
stress. The only treatment for true episodes of MH is an intravenous injection of the
muscle relaxant Dantrolene in addition to supportive intravenous fluid therapy,
immediate removal of the patient from gas anesthetics, external cooling and
respiratory support. Even with appropriate treatment this disease can be fatal.

Malignant Hyperthermia Is A Medical Emergency
The difficulty in diagnosing MH is that there is no blood test available. A
muscle biopsy can be taken and a caffeine contracture test can be performed on
the fresh specimen. The way the muscle biopsy responds to various concentrations
of caffeine is considered diagnostic for malignant hyperthermia. Because this test
requires fresh tissue, it is not routinely run by most commercial laboratories. Your
vet may even find it difficult to locate a laboratory that will perform the caffeine
contracture test. Because a patient must first be anesthetized in order to collect a
muscle biopsy, many veterinarians will not biopsy suspected animals after an
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episode of hyperthermia because of the risk of inducing hyperthermia again.
The other difficulty for making a MH diagnosis is that some Greyhounds can
have significant hyperthermia (>105 degrees Fahrenheit) without having the
disease. The same life threatening clinical signs that occur secondary to the
elevated temperatures associated with malignant hyperthermia can also occur
secondary to non-malignant hyperthermia (non-MH).
Greyhounds are a
breed well known for their
large muscle mass. Many
also
suffer
from
separation anxiety and
can become stressed in a
veterinary hospital setting.
This combination is why, I
believe, Greyhounds seem to suffer from non-MH hyperthermia more than other
breeds. As animals awake from anesthesia, many shake or shiver as a natural
response to a mild hypothermia (a low body temperature; this commonly occurs
while under anesthesia), pain or disorientation. In some Greyhounds, this response
seems to be exaggerated and the shivering results in warming beyond normal
temperatures and i n excess of 105 degrees Fahrenheit. These animals may
respond well to supportive treatment (anti-inflammatories, intravenous fluids,
external cooling and respiratory support) without the use of Dantrolene if they are
caught early enough.
Malignant hyperthermia is consistently triggered in
susceptible animals by excitement, apprehension,
exercise, or environmental stress. Giving certain
anesthetics or specific drugs that affect the
neurologic and muscular systems also consistently
triggers malignant hyperthermia in susceptible
animals. ~ MSD Manual Veterinary Manual ~

Without a muscle biopsy, how can one tell the true cause of the
hyperthermia? Many anesthesiologists believe that if the animal
survived and did not receive an injection of Dantrolene, MH was
not the cause for the elevated temperature. If your pet has ever
had a previous uneventful anesthetic procedure, it is most likely
not MH.
Animals affected by MH are always affected by MH and
cannot have an anesthetic procedure with gas anesthesia
Dantrolene is a muscle
without triggering the hyperthermia. If your Greyhound was
relaxant
neutered with no report of problems with anesthesia and
subsequently developed hyperthermia during an anesthetic event, it is unlikely to be
MH. In addition, the calcium pore malfunction that causes the muscles to contract
excessively results in other changes in the blood that accompany excess muscle
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activity. If bloodwork is performed during t h e suspected MH episode it will show
these changes if MH really is occurring.
Why is it important to understand if your dog had MH or non-MH? Because MH
is an inherited condition that will reoccur every time your Greyhound is exposed to gas
anesthesia. Should surgery become necessary, management with injectable
anesthetics only and premedicating with Dantrolene may lessen the risks.
Greyhounds suffering from non-MH may never again have a similar event and their
anesthetics can be adjusted to try to prevent some of the phenomenon (shivering,
shaking, etc.) which are known to trigger the event.
The key to manage this disease is to have your veterinarian continually
check your Greyhound’s temperature before, during and after the procedure,
and using an appropriate anesthetic regimen including analgesics (pain
medications) as needed. The earlier the treatment is started, the better chance
that your Greyhound will recover if he/she will suffer from an episode of
hyperthermia (regardless of the cause). If your Greyhound has survived an
episode of anesthetic hyperthermia (MH or non-MH), I would highly recommend
that you and your veterinarian consult with a board certified veterinary
anesthesiologist to discuss the best available anesthetic protocols for your pet.

Click here for more information about Malignant Hyperthermia
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____________________________________________________________________
Dr. Feeman is a 2002 graduate of The Ohio State University of Veterinary Medicine
and currently practices in Ohio. He is an active volunteer for Greyhound Adoption
of Ohio and a member of Veterinarians for Retired Racing Greyhounds.
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External Parasites
From The American Veterinary Medical Association

At some point in their lives, many pets experience discomfort caused by external parasites such
as fleas, ticks, or mites on their skin or in their ears.
These parasites can be extremely irritating to pets and can cause serious skin problems or even
carry disease. Modern medicines make treatment, control, and prevention of many external
parasites much easier than in the past.
Fleas
Fleas thrive when the weather is warm and humid. Depending on your climate, fleas may be a
seasonal or year-round problem. Your pet can pick up fleas wherever an infestation exists, often
in areas frequented by other cats and dogs. Adult fleas are dark brown, no bigger than a sesame
seed, and able to move rapidly
over your pet’s skin.
Once the flea becomes an adult, it
spends virtually all of its time on
your pet. Female fleas begin
laying eggs within 24 hours of
selecting your pet as a host,
producing up to 50 eggs each
day. These eggs fall from your pet
onto the floor or furniture,
including your pet’s bed, or onto
any other indoor or outdoor area
where your pet happens to go.
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Tiny, worm-like larvae hatch from the eggs and burrow into carpets, under furniture, or into soil
before spinning a cocoon. The cocooned flea pupae can lie dormant (inactive) for weeks before
emerging as adults that are ready to infest (or re-infest) your pet. The result is a flea life cycle of
anywhere from 12 days to 6 months, depending on environmental factors such as temperature
and humidity.

Diagnosis, Risks and Consequences
You may not know that your pet has fleas until their number
LISTEN TO A
increases to the point that your pet is obviously uncomfortable.
PODCAST ON
Signs of flea problems range from mild redness to severe
FLEAS
FROM THE
scratching that can lead to open sores and skin infections (“hot
AVMA
spots”). One of the first things you may notice on a pet with fleas
is “flea dirt”—the black flea droppings left on your pet’s coat. You
may not actually see the fleas themselves, but they can still be on your pet and in the
environment.
Fleas bite animals and suck their blood; young or small pets with heavy flea infestations may
become anemic. Some pets can develop an allergy to flea saliva that may result in more severe
irritation and scratching; these pets can become severely itchy from just one or two flea bites.
Also, pets can become infected with certain types of tapeworms if they ingest fleas carrying
tapeworm eggs (a pet using its teeth to scratch the flea bites often eats the fleas). In areas with
moderate to severe flea infestations, people may also be bitten by fleas. While fleas are capable
of transmitting several infectious diseases to pets and people, this is rare.

Treatment and Control
Your veterinarian will recommend an appropriate flea control plan for your pet based on your
needs, your pet’s needs and the severity of the flea infestation.
Pets at risk for fleas should be treated during the flea season with an appropriate preventive. Your
veterinarian can recommend a product most suitable for your pet.
Because much of the flea’s life cycle is
Your veterinarian will recommend an
spent off of your pet, treating only your pet
appropriate flea control plan for your pet
will not eliminate the problem. If you kill the
based on your needs, your pet’s needs
adult fleas and do not kill the eggs, larvae
and the severity of the flea infestation.
and pupae, your pet will become reinfested when these fleas become adults
and the cycle will start all over again. Therefore, in addition to treating your pet, reduce the flea
population in your house by thoroughly cleaning your pet’s sleeping quarters and vacuuming
floors and furniture that your pet comes in contact with frequently. Careful and regular
vacuuming/cleaning of the pet’s living area helps to remove and kill flea eggs, larvae, and pupae.
You may be advised to treat your house with insecticides to kill the fleas; consult with your
veterinarian about products safe for use around pets and children. Flea larvae are more resistant
than adult fleas to insecticides. With moderate and severe flea infestations, you may also be
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advised to treat your yard. Your veterinarian can recommend an appropriate course of action and
suggest ways to prevent future flea infestations.

Ticks
Ticks are commonly found in wooded areas, brush, shrubs and wild undergrowth, and any animal
(or human, for that matter) that enters these environments is at
risk of becoming a tick’s host. Immature ticks often feed on
LISTEN TO A
small, wild animals found in forests, prairies, and brush. Adult
PODCAST ON
ticks seek larger hosts like dogs and cats which venture into
these habitats. Tick exposure may be seasonal, depending on
TICKS FROM THE
geographic location. There are many different species of ticks
AVMA
that can affect dogs and cats.

Ticks are capable of spreading serious infectious diseases.

Photo courtesy of the Tick Research Laboratory, Texas A&M University

Diagnosis, Risks and Consequences
Ticks are most often found around your dog’s neck, in the ears, in the folds between the legs
and the body, and between the toes, but they can be found anywhere on the body and are
usually easily seen or felt. Cats may have ticks on their neck or face. Tick bites can cause skin
irritation and heavy infestations can cause anemia in pets. An adult female tick can ingest up to
100 times her weight in blood! Ticks are capable of spreading serious infectious diseases (such
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as Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, and others) to the pets and the people on
which they feed. They can also cause tick paralysis. Disease risk varies by geographic area and
tick species.

Treatment and Control
Prompt removal of ticks is very important because it lessens the chance of disease transmission
from the tick to your pet. Remove ticks by carefully using tweezers to firmly grip the tick as close
to the pet’s skin as possible and gently and steadily pulling the tick free without twisting it or
crushing the tick during removal. Crushing, twisting or jerking the tick out of the skin while its
head is still buried could result in leaving the tick’s mouth parts in your pet’s skin; this can cause
a reaction and may become infected. After removing the tick, crush it while avoiding contact with
tick fluids that can carry disease. Do not attempt to smother the tick with alcohol or petroleum
jelly, or apply a hot match to it, as this may cause the tick to regurgitate saliva into the wound
and increase the risk of disease if the tick is infected.

Photo courtesy of CDC

Pets at risk for ticks should be treated during the tick season with an appropriate preventive.
Your veterinarian can recommend a product best suited to your pet’s needs. Owners who take
their pets to tick-prone areas during camping, sporting, or hiking trips should examine their pets
for ticks immediately upon returning home and remove them from their pets. If your pet picks up
ticks in your backyard, trimming bushes and removing brush may reduce your pet’s exposure
and risk of infestation. And, if you find ticks on your pet, don’t forget to check yourself for ticks,
too!
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Safe Use of Flea and Tick Preventive Products
They're creepy, they're crawly...and they can carry diseases. Fleas and ticks are not just a
nuisance, but pose animal and human health risks. They suck your pet's blood, they suck human
blood, and can transmit diseases. Some of the diseases that fleas and ticks can transmit from
animals to humans (zoonotic diseases) include plague, Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain Spotted
Fever, bartonellosis and others. That's why it's critical to protect your pets from these pesky
parasites and keep the creepy crawlies out of your home.
Fortunately, there are many effective flea and tick preventives on the market to help control the
pests and prevent the spread of zoonotic diseases. Knowing what kind of product to use, and how
to use it, is critical to the health and safety of your pet. Many are spot-on (topical) products that
are applied directly to your pet’s skin, but there are some that are given orally (by mouth). Although
medicines and pesticides must meet U.S. government-required safety standards before they can
be sold, it is still critical that pet owners carefully consider their flea and tick preventive options
(and closely read the label) before they treat their pets with one of these products.

Ask your veterinarian
Consult your veterinarian about your options and what’s best for your pet. Some questions you
can ask include:








What parasites does this product protect
against?
How often should I use/apply the product?
How long will it take for the product to work?
If I see a flea or tick, does that mean it's not
working?
What should I do if my pet has a reaction to the
product?
Is there a need for more than one product?
How would I apply or use multiple products on my
pet?
Parasite protection is not “one-size-fits-all.”
Certain factors affect the type and dose of the
product that can be used, including the age,
species, breed, life style and health status of your
pet, as well as any medications your pet is
receiving. Caution is advised when considering flea/tick treatment of very young and very old
pets. Use a flea comb on puppies and kittens that are too young for flea/tick products. Some
products should not be used on very old pets. Some breeds are sensitive to certain ingredients
that can make them extremely ill. Flea and tick preventives and some medications can interfere
with each other, resulting in unwanted side effects, toxicities, or even ineffective doses; it’s
important that your veterinarian is aware of all of your pet’s medications when considering the
optimal flea and tick preventive for your pet.
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How to protect your pets
To keep your pets safe, we recommend the following:
Discuss the use of preventive products, including over-the-counter products, with your
veterinarian to determine the safest and most effective choice for each pet.







Always talk to your veterinarian before applying any spot-on products, especially if your dog or
cat is very young, old, pregnant, nursing, or on any medications.
Only purchase EPA-registered pesticides or FDA-approved medicines.
Read the entire label before you use/apply the product.
Always follow label directions! Apply or give the product as and when directed. Never apply more
or less than the recommended dose.
Cats are not small dogs. Products labeled for use only for dogs should only be used for dogs, and
never for cats. Never.
Make sure that the weight range listed on the label is correct for your pet because weight matters.
Giving a smaller dog a dose designed for a larger dog could harm the pet.
One pet may react differently to a product than another pet. When using these products, monitor
your pet for any signs of an adverse reaction, including anxiousness, excessive itching or
scratching, skin redness or swelling, vomiting, or any abnormal behavior. If you see any of these
signs, contact your veterinarian. And most importantly, report these incidents to your veterinarian
and the manufacturer of the product so adverse event reports can be filed.
Be aware that certain flea and tick preventives are regulated by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), while others are regulated by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). It can seem confusing at first to figure out which agency regulates the product
you’re using, but it’s actually pretty straightforward: if the product is regulated by the EPA,
there’s an EPA number clearly listed on the package. If it’s regulated by the FDA, there
should be a NADA or ANADA number clearly listed on the package. Check the label for
either an EPA or an FDA approval statement and number. If you see neither, check with
your veterinarian before purchasing and especially before using the product.

To report problems with EPA-approved pesticides, contact the National Pesticide
Information Center (NPIC) at 1-800-858-7378.
To report problems with FDA-approved drugs go to How to Report an Adverse Drug
Experience or call 1-888-FDA-VETS. Additional reporting information is available on
the FDA's Report a Problem

For more information on the prevalence of parasites in your state you
can visit
Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC)

Are there parasites in your state or county?
Check the Parasite Prevalence Map Here to find out!
Back to Page 1
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UPDATE ON SDMA TEST RESULTS
IN GREYHOUNDS
Symmetric dimethylarginine, or “SDMA”, a biomarker of renal function, started being
reported in canine blood tests in 2015, when it appeared that otherwise healthy
Greyhounds were all in “renal (kidney) failure” — at least according to this new test
result. It has been widely assumed that Greyhounds naturally had a higher concentration
of the SDMA biomarker compared with other dog breeds and therefore required a breedspecific reference interval (RI). Since Greyhounds appear to be predisposed to renal
disease, the establishment of an appropriate RI for SDMA is important as it may improve the
ability to identify early renal dysfunction over traditional creatinine measurements.
Just a few days ago the University or Melbourne published a study that concludes that
Greyhounds do have a significantly higher mean value for serum SDMA than nonsighthound dogs (13.1 μg/dL vs. 10.2 μg/dL) and they established a Greyhound-specific
reference interval of 6.3‐19.9 μg/dL vs. 6‐13 μg/dL of non-sighthounds. Not being aware
of this wider interval could lead to the over diagnosis of renal disease in Greyhounds.
While the cause for higher SDMA concentrations in Greyhounds is uncertain, this study
found neither diet nor lean body mass has a significant impact. This study did not include
non-Greyhound sighthounds, so the results should not be applied to other sighthound
breeds.
You
can
share
the
full
study
with
your
vet
here:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/vcp.12638.

OTHER ANOMYLOUS REFERENCE
INTERVALS IN GREYHOUNDS
The breed-specific reference interval (RI)
for serum SDMA mentioned above isn’t
the first time Greyhounds have proven to
be outside normal RI’s: Lower platelets
and white blood cell count (WBC), higher
creatinine and lower globulin are several
of the more important differences in
Greyhounds. The Greyhound Health
Initiative produces and distributes wallet
cards with several of these key differences
listed which adopters can use to discuss
test results with their vets. These durable, plastic cards (pictured here) are freely
available to adoption groups who want to hand them out to their members or put in
adoption packets and are also sold to individuals for the the cost of printing and shipping
them ($1.00 for a pair of cards). The cards may also be printed from this page on our
website for free: https://www.greyhoundhealthinitiative.org/RI_Cards.

Back to Page 1
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Tripawds: Helping Amputee Pets
and their People Everywhere
By Rene Agredano & Jim Nelson, Founders, Tripawds.com

“Amputate his leg? Are you kidding?!” While driving home from the clinic we reflected on the bomb
that our vet just dropped on us. The doctors at the University of California at Davis told us that
amputation was the best way to alleviate the pain of osteosarcoma, but we couldn't believe it.
There was no way our athletic dog would be happy as an amputee, we thought. What kind of
quality of life would he have if he never got to hike, swim or run like a “normal” dog? Cutting his
leg off for the sake of just a few more months didn't make any sense at all.
We wanted to help him, but we didn't know that an animal could be happy on three legs. The
internet in 2006 had scant information about osteosarcoma, mostly clinical and quite depressing.
We were hungry for real life examples that amputation could buy quality of life. Finally after hours
of searching, we discovered a YouTube video starring a three-legged Great Dane named Moose.
That handsome Harlequin Dane was having the time of his life digging for gophers with one front
paw. The joy in his human dad’s voice said it all. “Get the gopher Moose, get it!” Moose didn’t get
his prize, but clearly he had a fun time trying.
That’s when we thought “If that dog could do it,
Jerry can too!” We proceeded with amputation
and prayed for the best. And from the day he
hopped out of the hospital, Jerry gave us exactly
what we hoped for. Once he healed up he
showed us that animals don't care how many legs
they have. They don't look back and mourn their
missing limb. They also don't think ahead and
worry about the future. Jerry taught us that all
animals live in the Now, and all they care about is
having a happy home, good health and affection.

Jerry, enjoying playtime in the Rocky Mountains
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Believing that he only had four to six months at best
after amputation, we decided to give our dog the best
gift we could think of: a never-ending road trip. He
loved camping and seeing new sights more than
anything and the cancer was all we needed to make
some big changes in our life. We sold our house, our
business and nearly everything we owned to take a
year off, buy our first RV and travel the country as a
pack. It was the perfect medicine. Whether it was the
constantly new scenery or the pure joy of having his
pack together 24/7, Jerry somehow beat the odds. He
thrived for another two years.

Jerry explores the Badlands

During his entire journey, we shared Jerry’s story while building a global community to help other
pet parents find hope if their pet was facing amputation. Twelve years later, Tripawds.com is the
world’s largest support community for animal amputees and their humans. We guide pet parents
all the way through the amputation recommendation, whether it’s due to cancer, a malformed limb
or a tragic accident. Every week we feature the latest tips and information about life on three legs,
through our exclusive interviews with renowned orthopedic surgeons, veterinary oncologists and
other industry experts.
Each day the Tripawds community of over 12,000 members rallies to help so that nobody ever
has to feel alone during the journey. From weighing the pros and cons of amputation, to sharing
cancer treatment experiences, to helping a parent through pet hospice, they share their stories
about life on three legs in free Tripawds blogs, discussion forums and live chat. Their photos,
videos, recovery tips and mobility insights comfort people who may feel scared and hopeless
about their own animal’s recovery. In a judgment-free environment, newcomers and old timers
alike can find comfort from others who understand exactly what they’re going through.

There are many support Tripawd groups throughout the
country. Enjoying a Tripawds Party in Virginia

We also have a regular podcast, photos,
videos and so much more. Recommended
products featured in our Tripawds Gear
Store http://gear.tripawds.com make life on
three legs easier and more comfortable.
Our
Etsy
Shop
http://etsy.com/shop/tripawds and Gifts
Gallery http://gifts.tripawds.com help to
empower pet parents by helping them show
others that “It’s better to hop on three
than to limp on four!”®

Over time we knew we needed to keep these resources free forever, and also wanted to help
members in more direct ways. That’s when the Tripawds Foundation http://www.tripawds.org/
was established. Since 2014 it has served as the charitable arm of the Tripawds Community.
Back to Page 1
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Generous donors help support the maintenance and operational costs associated with hosting a
community of over 12,000 members with over 1,200 personal blogs. In addition, donations
enable us to offer direct-assistance programs that keep with our mission to help amputee pets
and their people in as many ways as possible, such as:












The Amputation Surgery Assistance Program (ASAP) http://tri.pet/asap-fund
Financially-distressed pet parents can receive help with veterinary expenses related to
amputation for their dog or cat. The program currently reimburses up to $500 and we hope
to increase that number as we grow.
The Maggie Moo Fund for Tripawd Rehab http://bit.ly/tri-rehab This program exists to
encourage new Tripawds members to seek professional guidance for developing an
exercise and therapy program that will keep their amputee pet fit and strong. It offers up
to a $200 reimbursement to anyone who seeks veterinary rehabilitation services for their
Tripawd from certified providers.
The Tripawds Helpline http://tripawds.org/helpline By calling 844-TRIPAWD, pet parents
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico can receive emotional support by trained volunteers.
Whether they have just received a cancer diagnosis, have questions about amputation,
recovery and care or are coping with end of life decisions, they can speak with fellow pet
parents who understand what they’re going through.
Free Pet Amputation Brochures http://tripawds.org/outreach Created with approval from
veterinarians, these full-color brochures inform pet parents by addressing top concerns
about amputation. They also share links to helpful information so people can feel more
comfortable with the difficult decisions ahead.
The Tripawds Rescue Fund http://tri.pet/trirescue The goal of this program is to save
amputee animals from being left behind in shelters because they aren’t “perfect.” Any pet
parent in Canada or the U.S. who adopts from a verifiable 501c3 rescue or municipal
animal shelter can apply and receive a reimbursement up to $100.
The Tripawds Gear Fund http://tri.pet/gearfund This program provides free assistive
devices to make life easier for amputee dogs belonging to financially distressed pet
parents.

Dogs, cats and other animals handle amputation so much better than most people think. Over the
years we’ve learned that they don’t really need the support at Tripawds.com at all – it’s the pet
parents who do! If you or someone you know is facing amputation or thinking about adopting a
three-legged dog or cat, please hop on over to Tripawds.com for more information about life on
three legs.
Back to Page 1
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MY GREYHOUND, MY TEACHER, MY AJ
By Sarah Auger
The people and pets we have in our lives are
not only companions, but teachers as well. One
of my greatest teachers in this life was my
beloved greyhound, AJ. Dan, my boyfriend,
and I began to foster AJ at the age of three. He
was our most challenging foster baby at the
time for many reasons. I remember the day I
brought him home as he anxiously paced the
house for days while panting. He was fearful
and timid as he did not know what to think of
such a place. As we tried to console him, he
was often uncertain and distant. If we got too
close with pets or hugs, he would snap at our
nose. At night, he cried and cried. After a week
or so, AJ began to develop separation anxiety
AJ (AF Frijolito)
so much to the point that he busted through a
metal crate and broke his plastic muzzle
when we were at work. Lastly, he was not
cat friendly at first and picked up with his
mouth, our cat, Cuddles. We were
dedicated foster parents and worked with
him using positive reinforcement and
systematic desensitization. We offered
patience, understanding and loving
security. We officially adopted AJ on
October 11, 2011. Slowly but surely, AJ’s
guard began to fall and we fell in love. Our
cat, Cuddles, and our Italian Greyhound,
Primo, fell in love too and always wanted
to be near their brother. With each year
together, AJ continued to blossom and
grow and his light became brighter and
brighter. He could always make us laugh
as his silly side came out more and more.
Our favorite was when AJ would yawn,
chatter his teeth and move his head
quickly toward us to get our attention if he
AJ, kickin back and relaxing in the water
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wanted a belly rub. If we stopped petting, the yawning and chattering teeth would begin
again. In the last year of his life, AJ took up swimming! He never ceased to amaze us
as he was always evolving and exploring new things. As with most pets, AJ was the
ultimate giver of unconditional love. Always present and wanting to be close, no matter
what. Fostering him through the challenging times taught me that love, understanding
and patience can overcome anything.
As I reflect on what I have learned most from
AJ, many things come to mind. The first is
resiliency. No matter what situation he
faced, he stood tall with a presence of
strength. Whether it was going to the vet for
shots, losing yet another nail from SLO
(symmetrical lupoid onychodystrophy), or
getting bit in the chest by a groundhog (lots
of curiosity about other furry friends!), he
always allowed us to take care of him
without a whimper or whine. AJ was brave
and courageous teaching us to stand tall
when faced with any obstacle. I always said
he was a “chivalrous man” as he was
attentive and majestic in his posture. AJ
would gaze deeply into our eyes and in
those moments, I could feel his soul and his
true authentic nature. He openly received
care offered to him, took each moment as it
came, and continued to live life to its fullest
Sarah and her “teacher” AJ
which included never turning down food, sneaking into human beds at night, and going
between short runs and cat naps. This quality taught me that no matter what hardship
life brings, it can be faced with a sense of ease and acceptance. In addition, he
reminded me that good can always be found in any situation if you just look for it. I am
sure he felt pain, however, he often focused his attention elsewhere such as taking in
the aroma of freshly cooked food or feeling the comfort of all things plush and soft.
One of my favorite things about spending time with AJ was playing with him in the yard
and watching him run! For all of you greyhound owners out there, I am sure you can
relate. At our first home, we always had to walk him on a leash due to not having a
fenced in yard. This didn’t stop him from taking off on quick runs or twirling in fast circles
while on the leash which meant I went with him! Whew! It was one of my biggest dreams
to have a fenced in yard for AJ so he could feel completely free. Fortunately, in the
summer of 2017 we moved to a home with a fenced in yard and this dream became a
reality. AJ would take his daily walks around the yard, multiple times a day, for at least
30 minutes at a time. When he felt the impulse, he could be seen running at h is high
speeds while looking SO happy. He was true to his sighthound nature and loved taking
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Dan and AJ share quiet times and contemplation

off when seeing something that
fascinated him. When he was diagnosed
in February, 2018 with osteosarcoma, I
began to tell him, “AJ, you do not have to
get really sick and die of cancer. You can
go being free, healthy and happy.” He did
just that on March 19, 2018. AJ was
taking his morning walk and was feeling
so good that he ran for the first time in 2
months which resulted in AJ fracturing
his leg at the hip joint. Although it was
tragic to say goodbye that day, I was
comforted by the fact that in his last
moments he was doing what he loved to
do. Watching AJ in his purest form has
taught me that it’s important to not try so
hard and to just relax into who I am. Let
go, be yourself and allow yourself to be
comfortable in your own fur! When doing
so life, happiness, exciting experiences
and purpose flows naturally and
effortlessly.

My Greyhound, My Teacher, My AJ has changed my heart and my life, Forever. Love
Never Ends.
What do your greyhounds and other pets teach you?

Sarah has written a children’s book called “A Dog Named
Promise: Her Journey of Giving Unconditional Love” which
helps children to recognize the presence of love in their own
lives. The book includes a fun short story along with a journal
in the back. AJ is featured in the book as well since he was
one of Promise’s furry friends. If you are interested in
purchasing, please visit www.promiseinspirations.com. With
each purchase, a donation will be made to The Greyhound
Health Initiative. Just enter CODE “GHI” at checkout.

________________________________________________________________________________________
Sarah Auger is a mental health counselor and meditation instructor in private practice. She lives with
her boyfriend Dan, their 12 year old Italian Greyhound and their cat, Cuddles in Medina, Ohio. They are
currently foster parents with Erie Shore Greyhound Adoption of Ohio.

Back to Page 1
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Prison Greyhounds
By Robin Reynolds

Many former racing greyhounds have their lives on hold at the racetrack because adoption
groups cannot find enough foster homes. In Indiana, specially selected inmates at the
Putnamville Correctional Facility are assisting with this need with the help of Prison
Greyhounds.
Headquartered in Indianapolis, Prison Greyhounds is an all-volunteer 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization committed to the care, foster and adoption of retired professional racing
greyhounds. Entirely funded by donations; Prison Greyhounds partners with Florida racing
kennels to haul newly retired racing greyhounds to Indianapolis where they will begin the next
chapter of their life as a family pet. Some of these greyhounds are adopted onsite by preapproved adopters upon arrival; others will stay in foster homes until an appropriate adoption
match is found. To assist the dogs in finding a loving home of their own, additional volunteers
tell each dog’s story through social media and at meet-and-greets throughout the state. On each
greyhound transport haul, there are 4 very confident, outgoing, and friendly ex-racers selected
for fostering and training inside Putnamville Correctional Facility. They are driven to this men’s
prison where they will meet their designated offender-handler for the weeks ahead.

Greyhounds going to prison where a team of handlers will train the Greys for life outside of a racing kennel

Putnamville Correctional Facility is a medium-security correctional facility that has welcomed
Prison Greyhounds as part of their solution-based programs. Of among nearly 2,000 inmates at
this facility, only a handful of incarcerated offenders are specially selected to participate with
Prison Greyhounds. To be eligible for the activity, these offender-handlers cannot have any
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history of sexual violence, animal abuse, or cruelty. Offender-handlers gain responsibility and an
opportunity to explore a better way of living before being released into the community.
Each offender-handler is given a copy
of his greyhound’s racing records, as
well as his Bertillon Card and NGA
Certificate. We don’t pass these out
on New Dog Day though. They get
these after they have chosen their
greyhound, and have been with them
for a week. Sometimes they are
surprised to see how the dog raced!
Sometimes, not so much.

Only confident retired racing greyhounds are selected to
participate in the prison. When they arrive, each offenderhandler is eager to select the dog that will be living by their
side, entrusted in their care, for the next 2 months. During the
day, these greyhounds accompany their offender-handlers to
classes, chapel, family visitation and walks in the recreation
yard. At night, they safely sleep in their designated crate within
reach of the offender-handlers’ bunks. Although fully grown
and in the prime of their life, these greyhounds are similar to a
puppy in many ways when they arrive. Familiar only with
kennel life at the racetrack,
Greyhounds sleep next to their handler
at night too
learning how to climb up and
down stairs is a desired skill in a family household that was not
a necessity to learn at the racetrack. Throughout their stay,
each offender-handler teaches commands and skills such as
these to help these greyhounds transition to the next stage of
their life as a family pet.
Every week, volunteers from Prison Greyhounds meet with the
greyhounds and their offender-handlers to review their
progress. In addition to this, the volunteers teach the offenderhandlers a curriculum that includes dog care and
administration of first aid. Offender-handlers learn to identify
symptoms of illness and they learn how to take the proper
precautions to prevent heat exhaustion. If a minor injury should
happen to occur, the offender-handlers are equipped with a
first-aid emergency kit to assist them in confidently treating the
wound.

Quiet time in the play yard getting to
know you
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It is through programs and activities like Prison Greyhounds that inmates gain job skills,
teamwork experience and an opportunity to explore a better way of living before being released
into the community. Yet, what is most notable is not what the offender-handlers teach the
greyhounds, but what the greyhounds teach the offender-handlers. When offender-handlers are
asked in what ways participating in the Prison Greyhounds program has affected them, their
responses are eagerly shared:
“It’s taught me to be patient and everything takes time, it don’t happen overnight.”
“It’s teaching me to love again and have feeling.”
“They bring a soft side of people and for just a second, you can see even the most
hardened person give in to the love a dog gives a human. Unconditional love can break
walls that have been up for decades.”
“...it has given me a purpose during this time of my life.”
“Trust, patience, responsibility, they have also taught me that dogs and men that are in
prison have a lot in common. Both need to learn to adjust to settings that are not ideal,
we both have to work together to survive and trust each other.”
Sarah, who is employed by Indiana Department of
Corrections, agrees. “First and foremost, I believe it
teaches the offender the true meaning of unconditional
love. Most of the offenders here grew up in broken
homes with little to no structure. Having a greyhound
shows the offender what it feels like to have something
love him and depend on him. It also teaches the
offender responsibility and teamwork. Some of the
offenders here have not had to be responsible for many
things in their lives, and having something depend on
him is a valuable lesson in responsibility.”
The program’s impact is not limited to the specially
selected offender-handlers; it also positively affects
Trust and unconditional love
inmates throughout the dorm. According to Sarah,
“Most of the offenders get very excited about new dog day specifically and just about having the
dogs in the dorm. I personally feel this program offers a sense of cheerfulness and a sense of
home in a place often filled with despair.” Offender-handlers have noticed a positive impact as
well. “They are so therapeutic to so many people here. Everyone wants to pet them and enjoy
when they’re around. They kind of add a piece of happiness to this place.” Another inmate
shares “I think it’s good therapy for the others, they make the biggest and toughest guy soft.”
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Although the greyhound’s 2 month residency with the
incarcerated has a positive impact upon the inmates, the
strength of the program also lies within the offender-handler’s
releasing the dog to the community for adoption. Mary
Louden, President of Prison Greyhounds explains, “People
comment on how hard it must be for the inmate-handlers to
give up their greyhound they have been working with in the
prison. They often feel sorry for the handlers. I always tell
them that it is actually one of the strengths of the program,
giving the dogs up. We do not feel sorry for the offenders.
They are incarcerated for a reason. Every offender needs to
Playtime!
learn self-denial and practice delayed gratification. Only then
will they learn to do things for others, to give back to the community, instead of always placing
their own desires first. Giving the greyhound up is an unselfish decision. It is character building.
Especially when they accept another greyhound, knowing that the process will repeat. So we do
not feel sorry for the offender who has to give up his dog, but we congratulate him on his
progress and celebrate with him.”
Now that is something worth celebrating!

To learn more about PRISON GREYHOUNDS please visit their Facebook page or the
Prison Greyhounds website at http://prisongreyhounds.org/
ABC21 NEWS

GET TO KNOW

PRISON GREYHOUNDS

PRISON GREYHOUNDS

____________________________________________________________________________
Robin Reynolds lives just outside of Spencer, IN with her husband Jamison and her 6-year-old daughter Jalen. She and her husband both
volunteer with Prison Greyhounds and include Jalen in their volunteer efforts. They currently share their home with 2 Vizslas, 2 mixed-breed
dogs and their Greyhound as well as fostering those waiting for their forever home.

Back to Page 1
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House Rules and Manners for
Toddler Hounds
(Or hounds who flunked racing college and did
not get a post graduate degree in rules and
manners in the racing kennel)

My “toddler hound” Fave, for whom
these rules were written

You may weigh 68 pounds but you are still a puppy in so many ways.
These rules are for you!
“Down” does not mean you can put or keep your feet UP on the kitchen counter, the bathroom
counter, the gate between the family room and the rest of the house, my chest or the chest of
others, the pass through to the kitchen or in my coffee cup on the patio table. All four feet on the
floor please.
Standing up with your feet in the front window in the middle of the blinds will NOT get you
permission to go play with Frank the mail man, no matter how much he smiles at you or talks to
you. It’s also bad enough that you chewed a hole in the front window blinds so you could see and
speak with Frank easier and watch the abuelas (Grandmas) walking the kids to school. Would
you please not make it any bigger!
Your food bowl is YOUR bowl. My food bowl, Marian’s food bowl and Zee’s food bowl are NOT.
Just because Zee does not bite your head off when you try to help him eat is NOT permission to
share his food. Be grateful that he only growls and is patient with you……for now!
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And as we are on the subject of eating, when I am fixing your
supper would you please not lick the counter edge and cabinet
doors. There is no food or appetizers on either of those places.
And it just makes more work for me cleaning hound slobber off
of those areas.
You can NOT have a cookie until you eat your breakfast.
Food on the kitchen counter and in the kitchen trash can is NOT
yours. If you are going to steal food from the counter, you might
want to make sure that you don’t leave the Chinese noodle on
STOP licking the cabinets!
your face which is obvious, irrefutable and concrete evidence of
your thievery and guilt. Food in your bowl or given to you specifically, IS yours, to be eaten by
you.
The couches, slumber balls and recliner in the family room are yours to lounge about on as are
the rest of the hound beds scattered around the house. Couch safety dictates that when you
depart the couch, you leave by getting down from the FRONT of the couch, NOT by jumping over
the back of the couch which is dangerous to your health, safety and physical wellbeing.
Couch safety also dictates that you gently jump or step up on the couch when you want to relax.
Pushing the couch half way across the room by using it like a full speed entry slip n slide will
frequently result in the couch moving faster than you and your back half will slide along with the
couch across the tile.
The two slumber balls are designed to hold one
occupant each. You do not have to lay on both of
them at the same time just so you don’t have to
share!
You and the other hounds have allowed me one (1)
place to sit on one of the many couches, love seats,
recliners and dog beds. Please don’t give me
attitude when I ask you nicely to please move to one
of your many resting areas so I can sit in my one
allotted place.
There is NO SPRINT TRACK in the house! Outdoor
and sprint track speed is NOT to be used indoors.
Appropriate sharing of slumber balls by Zee and AJ
EVER! As a toddler, you do NOT have enough
money or kibblekoin to replace all the things that you smash into and break. This is evidenced by
Newton’s first law of motion “Every object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state
of motion unless an external force is applied to it”. These external forces include walls, cabinets,
the fridge, me, doors or any other movable or immovable objects which may be in your immediate
path of destruction. AND! My feet are NOT your starting box or launching pad!
Small pieces of coral rock and stones are NOT for teething. You have all of your teeth already
and it will not help you keep them healthy and intact.
Paper towels and Kleenex are not something that needs removing from the wastebaskets for you
to shred. You have a bazillion stuffies for that! I am, however, very proud of you for not shredding
the toilet paper or newspaper. Or is it that you have not yet realized that they too, are shreddable?
Yes, I know the grass is wet. Too bad. Get over it! No, I will NOT dry it for you with the hair dryer!
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The WHOLE bed is NOT yours at night! You do NOT
have to take your half out of the middle (this applies
to the couch too!). Nor is it appropriate for you push
me with your feet so that I only have the one square
foot of space in the upper right corner of the bed. My
pillow is mine! You have your own.

Bed hog!!

You are NOT my alarm clock. Yes you sleep in the
bed with me but it is not your job to walk all over me
or to kiss me awake just so that I get up and you can
then have the whole bed to yourself for another two
hours. From now on, if I have to be up, YOU have to
be up.

The yapper next door is NOT a stuffy. Yes it’s annoying, but it’s not yours nor is it a toy. You can
threaten it and bark at it until the cows come home and it will not make the fence between you
and the noisy yapper disappear. All of your threatening barking at him does not scare him in the
least and is very annoying to the neighbors, especially early on weekend mornings!
Just because it is there does not mean it is edible nor should everything be tasted. Especially
MONEY! The bank, stores and the Vet do NOT accept money that has been personally and
physically recycled by you. In its recycled form, it is messy and can NOT go in my wallet. And,
the bank will NOT replace it for me.
My check book, the bills and paperwork on the desk and trash in the waste basket in the office
are not there for you to chew to shreds. You have plenty of stuffies stashed in there to annihilate,
murder and eviscerate without destroying my things also. If you continue, the office shall become
off limits to you no matter how much you whine and cry to get in.
And while on the subject of doors, barking, whining and yelping will not get you into, or me out of,
the bathroom any quicker. I have been able to go to the bathroom by myself for a significant
number of years. Barking at me to tell me that I am not allowed to pee in the house will fall on
deaf ears. I can pee in the house, you cannot! When you learn to use a toilet and have opposable
thumbs to flush, then you may use the indoor bathroom too!
I do the laundry. You do NOT have to help me. Taking the
dirty laundry out of the basket and distributing it throughout
the house, into your toy dumpster and under your bed does
NOT constitute HELP.
Speaking of toy dumpsters, do NOT whine, yelp or bark at
me because the toy dumpsters are empty. You are the one
who has scattered stuffies and toys all over the house. You
can easily access them from right where you left them. I am
only going to pick them up ONCE per day just before
bedtime. If you want them back in the toy dumpsters so you
drag them out again, then YOU put them back.
And please remember, just because you put something in
the toy dumpster doesn’t automatically make it yours.
There is NO rule in this house that says what’s yours is
yours and what is mine is yours!! My check book is not a
toy and does NOT belong in your toy dumpster.

How many “stuffies” do you actually need?
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You do NOT always have to be first to the dinner bowls, out the back door, in the back door, into
the kitchen, out of the kitchen, to the front door when the doorbell rings or to get a cookie. Let
another hound be first occasionally!
I am NOT deaf. I hear the phone ringing. Just because I am not fast enough to suit you when
answering the phone, barking will not make me answer it quicker. If I am NOT fast enough for
you, answer it yourself, although it’s probably not for you and you do NOT, once again, have
opposable thumbs to grab it with. And NO! The phone is NOT a chew toy.
The laptop computer is not your pillow. When it is on my lap, please refrain from rubbing your
nose on, drooling on, putting paws on, putting head on, or licking the keyboard. The computer
“mouse” is not a real mouse. Quit licking it! And quit licking the couch!
Hopping up and down on my toes and head butting my rear end when I have a cup of coffee in
my hand is dangerous. You could get burned and so could I. And speaking of coffee, if it is on
the table where you can reach it doesn’t mean you can drink it. Yes, you are very good at drinking
things out of glasses and cups without spilling. You should again remember to wipe the evidence
of your pilfering off your nose. And please don’t wipe off your nose on the couch!
Trimming your toenails is NOT a death sentence. You do not have to turn inside out in forty seven
directions screaming like a cat on a hot plate when we try to trim nails. More so, you should NOT
have to be sedated by the vet just to get it done without us having to fight WWIII. You are doing
much better but we still have work to do on this. I am patient and we will work on it together.
Walking on leash is not hard and you are doing well with that except for one issue. Please
remember that there is only about 8 ½ feet of leash and arm. You are not a Lamborghini nor can
you instantly teleport yourself more than that distance at warp speed without harming me or
yourself to get to the leaf, cat, bird, kid or any other thing that has sparked your immediate interest.
Ask nicely and we will walk to it to see it, if appropriate.
Sharing is caring. Nuff said on that!
You flunked racing college and that’s OK. You came to me as
a “Toddler” hound without the opportunity for a life in the racing
kennel. There, you would have had the final guidance of
Greyhounds learning the structured life of an athlete and the
good behaviors learned in the kennel. Your first 18 months of
life and the time spent growing up with your mom and siblings
within your racing family gave you a good start on knowing
love, attention, play, human handling and the ability to give and
receive affection to and from, all you meet. This upbringing
has helped make you the gracious, easily trainable Greyhound
like the retired racers gracing thousands of couches throughout the country. I used what I learned
in the racing kennels. I gave you structure in your day, following the lead of so many trainers I
have met over the last 20+ years. I followed their pathway on feeding, potty training, outside play
time and exercise as well as learning to be a member of your new family and home. Your racing
family made me a better hound “Mom”. Because of them, I have a hound just as comfortable and
relaxed as any retired racer. However, the rules above still apply!
Lastly, you will always be my baby, my toddler hound, no matter how much mischief you get into
“because you just ain’t right”. I promise I will always love you, always keep you safe and hold you
in my heart as a cherished member of our family always and forever.
Leslie Glynn 2018
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The Greyhound Health Initiative Blood Bank
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RSVP’s starting Oct. 1
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hen vet student Melissa Richards tells Lupin, “Let's go
see Cristina,” her adopted Greyhound “jumps around,
going crazy.” Lupin knows he'll be spending time with
Dr. Cristina Iazbik, blood bank supervisor at The Ohio State University
Veterinary Medical Center where Lupin is a blood donor.
Dogs sometimes require a life-saving blood transfusion as a result
of injury, illnesses such as anemia or cancer, surgery or the ingestion
of a poison. Blood banks depend on volunteer pet donors like Lupin
to supply the blood products vets need.

Credit: The Ohio State University, Veterinary Medical Center

Each pint of blood is typed and separated into several components.
The two most used are Packed Red Blood Cells, which can be
refrigerated for five weeks, and Fresh Frozen Plasma, which can be
frozen as long as three years. (According to Dr. Elizabeth Bystrom of
Avon Lake Animal Clinic, some veterinary practices are unable to
store these products. Instead, they may rely on fresh, whole blood
from staff members' dogs or other local, screened blood donors “on
call.”)
Two Ohio blood banks with similar programs for their dog donors
include the one at OSU, and another at Riverside Animal Care Center
in Dublin, overseen by The Greyhound Health Initiative (GHI) and
Executive Director Brian Collins. The programs are supportive of
each other, responding to requests throughout the country. Because
demand for blood is so great, each will forward a request to the
other if its stock is insufficient to meet a vet's need.
Procedures underway at The OSU Blood Bank.

Ohio State's program was started 20 years ago. It currently has 130
dogs enrolled as donors (a majority of them Greyhounds, ex-racers
now in forever homes). The GHI decided to start a nonprofit blood

bank in 2016 to help meet the great demand for blood and also to
bank samples of their Greyhound donors' blood to further research
into the breed's unique health issues. Its program currently has 54
Greyhounds and one Irish Wolfhound. The OSU Blood Bank collects
around 700 units of blood a year; the GHI Blood Bank has collected
over 225 units of blood since opening. A single blood donation can
usually provide transfusions for four patients.

All things DOG in Northeast Ohio

Both the OSU and GHI blood banks have similar requirements for
donor eligibility. To be evaluated for participation in the programs,
a dog must weigh at least 55 pounds, be between the ages of 1-6,
be healthy and friendly, and be available to donate about six times
a year.
Any dog--purebred or mixed breed--can qualify and is welcomed.
However, Greyhounds' special traits make them ideal donors. Their
short coats and long necks allow easy access to a vein, and their
gentle, calm temperaments make them easy to work with. More
importantly, their blood is especially rich in red blood cells, and 8085% of them are universal blood donors, meaning their blood can
be used for all dogs.
Apart from the satisfaction of saving canine lives, pet owners who
volunteer their dogs as blood bank donors receive a number of free

Photos courtesy of The Greyhound Health Initiative
Greyhounds relax after donating blood to The Greyhound Health Initiative.

benefits: annual physical examination; a complete blood count (CBC);
a chemistry profile to check kidney and liver function; a serological
test for heartworm and tick-borne diseases; heartworm preventative;
and products for flea and tick control. In addition, OSU provides highquality food, while GHI offers free blood products for life.
But what is an appointment like for a canine donor? After being
dropped off, the dog is given a brief wellness exam. He lies on a
table during the procedure; no sedative is necessary. A small spot
on the neck is shaved where the IV needle is inserted; dogs, unlike
some humans, have no needle phobias. Soft music plays in the
background--a regular radio station at OSU, while GHI donors prefer
a Frank Sinatra station on satellite radio. (Typical of quite a few
donors, Lupin occasionally falls asleep during the 10-minute blood
draw.) A vet and a vet tech or two carry out the procedure, ensuring

that, in Collins' words, “the dog is safe, comfortable and spoiled
rotten at all times.”
Afterward, the dog is treated to a tasty meal. Although the entire
appointment takes 30-40 minutes, Dr. Iazbik says the dogs don't
mind sacking out on cozy dog beds for a few hours to accommodate
their owners' schedules. Dog donors
can resume their normal activities the
next day.
Dog donor heroes do save lives. Just ask
Dachshund/Beagle mix Lola and her
owner Linda Gaal. After Lola collapsed
on New Year's Day, Gaal rushed her to
Avon Lake Animal Clinic. Symptoms,
including white gums and a
dangerously low blood count, led Dr. Carmen Petti to diagnose
immune-mediated-hemolytic anemia. Thanks to a life-saving blood
transfusion, 12-year-old Lola is now on medication and once again
enjoying her walks.
Asked her advice for owners wondering if they should enroll their
dogs as blood donors, volunteer Richards said simply, “Do it for sure!”
To volunteer your dog as a blood donor, contact The Ohio State
University Veterinary Blood Bank at 614-688-8460, or The
Greyhound Initiative Blood Bank at 800-416-5156, ext.1. Or,
contact local vets to see if they use “on call” donors. The demand
for blood always exceeds the supply, and every contribution can
help save another dog's life!
Linda lives with two Shelties in Wellington. She enjoys writing
about dogs, and has had articles published in Heart of Ohio's
Focus issue on Pets, Maine Dog Magazine and The Bark.
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